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57 ABSTRACT

The present disclosure is directed to universal power conver-
sion devices for alternating current electric apparatus. One
example power conversion device includes a plurality of
transformers and a plurality of terminal blocks. The plurality
of terminal blocks comprise at least an AC input terminal
block for receiving an input alternating current signal and a
primary coil terminal block. The primary coil terminal block
has a plurality of output terminals respectively connected to a
plurality of taps of a plurality of primary coils of the plurality
oftransformers. A plurality of jumpers respectively providing
electrical connection between respective output terminals of
the AC input terminal block and input terminals of the pri-
mary coil terminal block are selectively reconfigurable for
reconfiguring a power conversion applied to the input alter-
nating current signal by the power conversion device.

18 Claims, 19 Drawing Sheets

340
T W

TB41,

TB4-2

3,993,943 A * 11/1976 Bratton ................. HO02M 7/525
307/83
310 0w
. R e — Tl / g
,,,,,,,,, | ma | R
104D LN L w0 _/_2‘L g
L LN TN /‘X];_
w4 | ] lohs, | M T
Tt
s AL N §
108021 ey | ML
. E
; W | SR R -
g g
w3
w [ 2
wy g
............... N §

R Rt i i i
PPV PO PO




U.S. Patent Jul. 5, 2016 Sheet 1 of 19 US 9,385,627 B2

LGAD

11

UNIVERSAL POWER
(ONVERSIOHN DEVICE

[ -]
e &
Fseoe
=
B
o
s
e
Bodod
e
o
Banonll
.S
[ e ]
8
(%% ]
s =t
oo e
= =
[V )
[ e,
£ [==]
f/m wf
Jlg2 =
&
=7 i
gonnnt £3e5
heded
=
Bl




U.S. Patent Jul. 5, 2016 Sheet 2 of 19 US 9,385,627 B2

200

202 \\- ACCESS A POWER CONVERSION DEVICE: WHEREIN THE POWER CONVERSION
DEVICE INCLUDES A PLURALITY OF TRANSFORMERS, AN AC INPUT TERMINAL
BLOCK FOR RECEIVING AN INPUT ALTERNATING CURRINT SIGNAL AND A PRIMARY
{011 TERMINAL BLOCK THAT HAS A PLURALITY OF QUTPUT TERMINALS RESPECTIVELY
(ONRECTED T0 A PLURALITY OF TAPS OF A PLURALITY OF PRIMARY COULS OF THE
PLURALITY OF TRANSFORMERS

BN

ki

204
\_ DETERMINE A FIRST VOLTAGE AND A FIRST PHASE CHARACTERISTIC ASSOCIATED
WITH THE INPUT ALTERNATING CURRENT SIGNAL

{

£ ASSOCIATED WITH AR OUTPUT ALTERNATING
RENT SIGNAL

206
\ DETERMINE A DESIRED LOAD Vﬁlgﬁg

3
208
\\\4 RECONFIGURE A PLURALITY OF JUMPERS RESPECTIVELY PROVIDING ELECTRICAL
(ONNECTION BETWEEN RESPECTIVE QUTPUT TERMINALS OF THE AC THPUT TERMINAL
BLOCK AND THPUT TERMINALS OF THE PRIMARY (OQIL TERMINAL BLOCKTO
RECONFIGURE A POWER CONVERSION APPLIED TO THE INPUT ALTERNATING
{(URRENT SIGHAL

FIG. 2
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1
UNIVERSAL POWER CONVERSION
DEVICES FOR ALTERNATING CURRENT
ELECTRIC APPARATUS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present disclosure relates generally to power conver-
sion devices. More particularly, the present disclosure relates
to universal power conversion devices for alternating current
electric apparatus.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

One problem experienced by manufacturers of electrical
apparatus that service various markets around the world is the
non-standardized nature of input power voltage. For example,
in certain countries such as the United States, alternating
current power of about 120 volts is typically used as the input
power signal. In certain other countries, alternating current
power at about 220 or 230 volts may be most commonly
available or used.

Furthermore, for certain electrical apparatus, the available
input power can have characteristics (e.g. voltage and/or
phase) that are specific to the particular context in which the
electrical apparatus is intended to be used. For example,
certain power storage systems can include an inverter that
transforms stored direct current power (e.g. stored via a sys-
tem of batteries) into alternating current power having certain
characteristics. Such characteristics can be unique to the par-
ticular context in which the power storage system is used.

Thus, when designing electrical apparatus for international
use or different customer contexts, the input power stage of
the apparatus must frequently be customized to match the
different supply voltages and/or number of phases that will be
available at the intended location of apparatus usage.

This customization can require constant re-engineering
and redesign of the apparatus for each customer or location at
which the input power will be different. As a result, the
purchase and stocking of small quantities of many different
components such as transformers may be required, resulting
in increased production costs due to the inability to leverage
quantity discounts.

Furthermore, the use of different product models is ineffi-
cient from a manufacturing, inventory, and distribution per-
spective. For example, the manufacturer can be required to
maintain different stock keeping units (SKUs) for each model
configuration, thereby exponentially increasing the number
of unique SKUs and introducing a level of redundancy. As
another example, inventory tracking, sales, distribution, and
other business activities must be managed for each configu-
ration or in a customer-specific fashion, rather than for a
single apparatus product as a whole. As such, a customer
designation can be prevented from moving from one product
to another to adjust shipment schedules.

Therefore, universal power conversion devices for alternat-
ing current electrical apparatus are needed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Aspects and advantages of the invention will be set forth in
part in the following description, or may be obvious from the
description, or may be learned through practice of the inven-
tion.

One example aspect of the present disclosure is directed to
a power conversion device. The power conversion device
includes a plurality of transformers and a plurality of terminal
blocks. The plurality of terminal blocks comprise at least an
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AC input terminal block for receiving an input alternating
current signal and a primary coil terminal block. The primary
coil terminal block has a plurality of output terminals respec-
tively connected to a plurality of taps of a plurality of primary
coils of the plurality of transformers. A plurality of jumpers
respectively providing electrical connection between respec-
tive output terminals of the AC input terminal block and input
terminals of the primary coil terminal block are selectively
reconfigurable for reconfiguring a power conversion applied
to the input alternating current signal by the power conversion
device.

Another example aspect of the present disclosure is
directed to a method for operating a power conversion device.
The method includes accessing the power conversion device.
The power conversion device includes a plurality of trans-
formers. The power conversion device includes an AC input
terminal block for receiving an input alternating current sig-
nal. The power conversion device includes a primary coil
terminal block that has a plurality of output terminals respec-
tively connected to a plurality of taps of a plurality of primary
coils of the plurality of transformers. The method includes
reconfiguring a plurality of jumpers respectively providing
electrical connection between respective output terminals of
the AC input terminal block and input terminals of the pri-
mary coil terminal block to reconfigure a power conversion
applied to the input alternating current signal

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following description and appended claims. The
accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and con-
stitute a part of this specification, illustrate embodiments of
the invention and, together with the description, serve to
explain the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A full and enabling disclosure of the present invention,
including the best mode thereof, directed to one of ordinary
skill in the art, is set forth in the specification, which makes
reference to the appended figures, in which:

FIG. 1 depicts an example power conversion system
according to an example embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 2 depicts a flow chart of an example method for
operating a power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 depicts a first example configuration of a universal
power conversion device according to an example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 depicts a second example configuration of a univer-
sal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 depicts a third example configuration of a universal
power conversion device according to an example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 depicts a fourth example configuration of a univer-
sal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 depicts a fifth example configuration of a universal
power conversion device according to an example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 depicts a sixth example configuration of a universal
power conversion device according to an example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 9 depicts a seventh example configuration of a uni-
versal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;
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FIG. 10 depicts an eighth example configuration of a uni-
versal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 depicts a ninth example configuration of a univer-
sal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 12 depicts a tenth example configuration of a univer-
sal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 13 depicts an eleventh example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 14 depicts a twelfth example configuration of a uni-
versal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 15 depicts a thirteenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 16 depicts a fourteenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 17 depicts a fifteenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 18 depicts a sixteenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 19 depicts a seventeenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Reference now will be made in detail to embodiments of
the invention, one or more examples of which are illustrated
in the drawings. Each example is provided by way of expla-
nation of the invention, not limitation of'the invention. In fact,
it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the scope or spirit of the
invention. For instance, features illustrated or described as
part of one embodiment can be used with another embodi-
ment to yield a still further embodiment. Thus, it is intended
that the present invention covers such modifications and
variations as come within the scope of the appended claims
and their equivalents

Generally, example aspects of the present disclosure are
directed to universal power conversion devices for alternating
current electrical apparatus. As an example, the device can
include an arrangement of three multi-tap or variable trans-
formers with terminal blocks. The power conversion device
can enable the powering of an electrical apparatus from any
one of multiple voltage sources of either single phase or
polyphase (such as three phase power). In particular, by
reconfiguring a set of wiring jumpers between two or more of
the terminal blocks, the power conversion provided by the
power conversion device can be quickly and easily reconfig-
ured to transform the available input alternating current signal
into one or more desired output alternating current signals.

More particularly, in some embodiments, an available
input voltage can be matched to one or more desired load
voltages by adjusting wiring jumpers between terminal
blocks that connect to an arrangement of electrical transform-
ers. In such fashion, a single product can be designed and
produced and thereafter configured to accommodate the spe-
cific customer supply power at the final steps of production or
installation. In particular, by the simple reconfiguration of the
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wiring jumpers between the terminal blocks, input power
issues that would otherwise lead to multiple product models
or configurations can be resolved. As such, a single product
design can be fully tested and characterized and the use of
untested configuration-specific components can be elimi-
nated, thereby improving the robustness and reliability of the
product while reducing warranty costs.

Furthermore, the components included in the power con-
version device can be standardized, thereby leading to quan-
tity discounts, reducing the number of SKUs, and decreasing
inventory and storage costs. As such, configuration manage-
ment is greatly simplified, reducing personnel costs and
potential for errors. In addition, shipment schedules can be
adjusted by moving a particular customer before or after other
customers in the production stream since all the produces are
identical. Reconfiguration, if required, can easily be accom-
plished by reconfiguring the wiring jumpers.

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, the uni-
versal power conversion device can include a plurality of
transformers. For example, the transformers can be multi-tap
or variable transformers. The transformers can be standard-
ized off-the-shelf transformers or can be custom-wound
transformers. The transformers included in the device can be
selected to provide a wide range of potential power conver-
sions.

As an example, in some embodiments, the power conver-
sion device can include a first, a second, and a third trans-
former. Each of the first, second, and third transformers can
include a first and second primary coil and a first and second
secondary coil. In some embodiments, the first and second
primary coils and the first and second secondary coils for each
transformer can be independent windings that share a com-
mon core. In some embodiments, each primary coil for each
transformer can include five taps and each secondary coil for
each transformer can include two taps.

In other embodiments, six independent transformers can
be used instead of the three multi-winding transformers.
Other numbers or variations of transformers can be used, as
well. Generally, the transformers can be selected to provide a
wide range of different power conversion possibilities.

For example, in some embodiments, the transformers can
be rated at both 50 Hertz and 60 Hertz to accommodate both
standard worldwide frequencies. In other embodiments, a
single frequency transformer can be appropriately derated to
handle different frequencies. Further, in embodiments in
which custom-wound transformers are used, input signals
having many different frequencies could be accommodated,
including, for example, input alternating current signals hav-
ing a frequency of 400 Hertz (e.g. as used in some aviation
applications).

As another example, in some embodiments, the plurality of
transformers can feature fixed winding taps that accommo-
date continuous input voltage ranges of 174 to 240 volts and
348 to 480 volts, while maintaining the output voltage within
ten percent of nominal. Further, in embodiments in which
custom-wound transformers are used, the input voltage range
can be expanded to any desired range.

However, use of the power conversion device is not limited
to the particular rated voltages of the transformer windings, as
any voltage up to the rated voltage can be used. As an
example, off-the-shelf transformers rated at higher voltages
than the voltages of the signals being transformed can be used
if the turns ratio between primary and second windings is
correct. For example, a 480 volt to 240 volt transformer could
be included in the device and used to transform 240 volts to
120 volts. As such, in some embodiments, the input and
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output voltage ranges of the power conversion device can be
increased using highly-available, low-cost, off-the-shelf
transformers.

The universal power conversion device can also include a
plurality of terminal blocks. The terminal blocks can provide
terminals for securing electrical connections between various
components of the power conversion device and external
components, including, for example, an input power source,
the transformers, and one or more loads that receive the
output alternating current signals.

As an example, in some embodiments, the power conver-
sion device can include an AC input terminal block that
receives the input alternating current signal from an AC
power source. For example, the AC input terminal block can
have three input terminals electrically connected to three
output terminals.

In some embodiments, the AC power source can be asso-
ciated with an energy storage system. As an example, the
energy storage system can include a plurality of batteries
configured in series, in an array, or other configurations. The
plurality of batteries can provide a direct current signal to an
inverter which is controlled or programmed to convert the
direct current signal into an alternating current signal. The
alternating current signal can be provided from the inverter to
the AC input terminal block as the input alternating current
signal.

The power conversion device can also include a primary
coil terminal block that provides an electrical interface with
the taps of the primary coils of the transformers of the power
conversion device. As an example, in some embodiments, the
primary coil terminal block can have thirty input terminals
respectively connected to thirty output terminals. The thirty
output terminals can be respectively connected to the taps of
the primary coils of the transformers of the device. Thus, the
input terminals of the primary coil terminal block can be used
to select various taps of the primary coils for which electrical
connection is desired.

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, a plurality
of jumpers can be used to respectively electrically connect
various output terminals of the AC input terminal block with
various input terminals of the primary coil terminal block. In
particular, the plurality of jumpers can be selectively recon-
figurable to reconfigure a power conversion performed by the
transformers. Thus, by reconfiguring the jumpers to apply the
input alternating current signal to different taps of the primary
coils of the transformers, the characteristics of the output
alternating current signals can be modified and reconfigured
to meet desired output characteristics (e.g. desired voltage or
phase characteristics) and various different input signals can
be accommodated. In some embodiments, other jumpers
between other terminal blocks can be reconfigured to provide
additional options as well.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the power
conversion device can also include a secondary coil terminal
block and an AC output terminal block. The secondary coil
terminal block can provide an electrical interface with the
taps of the secondary coils of the transformers of the power
conversion device. The AC output terminal block can provide
electrical connections for connecting one or more loads to
one or more output alternating current signals.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the uni-
versal power conversion device can convert the input alter-
nating current signal into a first, second, and third output
alternating current signal. As an example, the AC output
terminal block can have nine output terminals. The first out-
put alternating current signal can be accessed via output ter-
minals one through three; the second output alternating cur-
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6

rent signal can be accessed via output terminals four through
six; and the third output alternating current signal can be
accessed via output terminals seven through nine.

In some embodiments, three independent loads can respec-
tively receive the first, second, and third output alternating
current signals. In other embodiments, certain input or output
terminals of the AC output terminal block can be electrically
connected so that the first, second, and third output alternat-
ing current signals are combined to provide a wye connection
or a delta connection for a single three phase load.

In yet other embodiments, the first, second, and third out-
put alternating current signals can be combined to provide a
parallel or series connection for a single phase load. In addi-
tion, in some embodiments, the first, second, and third output
alternating current signals can be combined in parallel to
provide current sharing by the first, second, and third trans-
formers of the device for first, second, and third independent
loads. Furthermore, the devices of the present disclosure can
be expanded to accommodate or otherwise achieve any num-
ber of phases in a polyphase system, including two phase, six
phase, or other phase characteristics.

In further embodiments, the universal power conversion
devices of the present disclosure can be configured to perform
load leveling, peak shaving, frequency regulation, and/or
other power conversion functions.

Thus, the universal power conversion devices of the
present disclosure are capable of being quickly and easily
reconfigured, thereby providing the potential for many differ-
ent power conversions from a single device and eliminating
the need for customized product models for particular cus-
tomer demands. In addition, the power conversion device can
be built using widely-available, low-cost parts. Further, in
some embodiments, the device does not include any elec-
tronic components that may increase the expense, complex-
ity, or risk of failure of the device. For example, the device
performs an AC to AC conversion and does not require an
inverter or other complex components.

With reference now to the FIGS., example embodiments of
the present disclosure will be discussed in further detail. The
particular configurations shown in the FIGS. are provided as
example configurations only. Many different configurations
providing many different power conversions not explicitly
shown in the FIGS. can be achieved through various recon-
figurations of the universal power conversion device of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 1 depicts an example power conversion system
according to an example embodiment of the present disclo-
sure. The power conversion system can include an energy
storage system 102, a universal power conversion device 108,
and a load 110. The universal power conversion device 108
can be reconfigurable to apply one of a plurality of different
available power conversions to an input alternating current
signal received from the energy storage system 102.

As one example, in some embodiments, the universal
power conversion device 108 can include an arrangement of
three multi-tap or variable transformers with terminal blocks.
By reconfiguring a set of wiring jumpers between two or more
of the terminal blocks, the power conversion provided by the
universal power conversion device 108 can be quickly and
easily reconfigured to transform the input alternating current
signal into one or more desired output alternating current
signals.

As another example, in some embodiments, the universal
power conversion device 108 can include an AC input termi-
nal block that receives the input alternating current signal
from the energy storage system 102. The universal power
conversion device 108 can also include a primary coil termi-
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nal block that provides an electrical interface with one or
more taps of one or more primary coils of one or more trans-
formers included within the universal power conversion
device 108. A plurality of jumpers can be used to respectively
electrically connect various output terminals of the AC input
terminal block with various input terminals of the primary
coil terminal block. In particular, the plurality of jumpers can
be selectively reconfigurable to reconfigure a power conver-
sion performed by the transformers. Thus, by reconfiguring
the jumpers to apply the input alternating current signal to
different taps of the primary coils of the transformers, the
characteristics of the output alternating current signals can be
modified and reconfigured to meet desired output character-
istics (e.g. desired voltage or phase characteristics) and vari-
ous different input signals can be accommodated. In some
embodiments, other jumpers between other terminal blocks
can be reconfigured to provide additional options as well.

Thus, by applying the selected power conversion to the
input alternating current signal received from the energy stor-
age system 102, the universal power conversion device 108
can transform the input alternating current signal into an
output alternating current signal that has different voltage
and/or phase characteristics from the input alternating current
signal. The universal power conversion device 108 can be
electrically connected to the load 110, such that the output
alternating current signal is applied across the load 110.

Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 1, in some embodiments,
the energy storage system 102 can store energy within a
plurality of batteries 104. The batteries can be connected in
series, in parallel, in an array, or in other configurations. The
batteries can be any type of battery for storing energy, includ-
ing, for example, metal salt batteries. The batteries can pro-
vide a direct current signal.

The direct current signal output by batteries 104 can be
provided to an inverter 106. The inverter 106 can transform
the direct current signal output by the batteries 104 into an
alternating current signal. In particular, the inverter 106 can
be electrically connected to the universal power conversion
device 108 such that the alternating current signal output by
the inverter 106 is used as the input alternating current signal
to the universal power conversion device 108.

Thus, as an example, through use (e.g. reconfiguration) of
the universal power conversion device 108, an alternating
current signal output by the energy storage system 102 can be
modified to meet desired output characteristics (e.g. desired
voltage or phase characteristics).

FIG. 2 depicts a flow chart of an example method (200) for
operating a power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure.

At (202) the power conversion device can be provided. As
an example, in some embodiments, the power conversion
device can include a plurality of transformers; an AC input
terminal block for receiving an input alternating current
power signal; and a primary coil terminal block that has a
plurality of output terminals respectively connected to a plu-
rality of taps of a plurality of primary coils of the plurality of
transformers.

As one example, the power conversion device can be pro-
vided at (202) by electrically connecting the power conver-
sion device between an energy storage system and a load. For
example, an inverter of the energy storage system can be
electrically connected to the AC input terminal block. An
alternating current signal output by the inverter can be
received by the AC input terminal block as the input alternat-
ing current signal.
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At (204) a first voltage and a first phase characteristic
associated with the input alternating current signal can be
determined.

At (206) a desired load voltage associated with an output
alternating current signal to be output by the power conver-
sion device can be determined. In some embodiments, a
desired phase characteristic associated with the output alter-
nating current signal can be determined at (206) as well.

At (208) a plurality of jumpers respectively providing elec-
trical connection between respective output terminals of the
AC input terminal block and input terminals of the primary
coil terminal block can be reconfigured so as to reconfigure a
power conversion applied to the input alternating current
signal. In particular, the power conversion device can be
reconfigured based on the respective input and output voltage
and phase characteristics determined at (204) and (206). In
such fashion, the input alternating current signal can be trans-
formed to meet the desired load voltage and or load phase
characteristics.

FIG. 3 depicts a first example configuration of a universal
power conversion device 300 according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the first
example configuration allows for the transformation of a 174
to 190 VAC, single phase input signal into three 240 VAC,
single phase output signals.

As shown in FIG. 3, the power conversion device 300 can
include three transformers 302 and four terminal blocks 310,
320,330 and 340. Each transformer 302 can have two primary
coils and two secondary coils. For example, the coils can be
independent windings that share a core. Each secondary coil
can have two taps while each primary coil can have five taps.
The transformers 302 can respectively transform the input
signal into the three output signals.

A fourth terminal block 340 can receive the input power
signal from a power source. In some embodiments, the power
source can be an inverter that transforms DC power from a
battery grid into the input alternating current signal. A third
terminal block 330 can electrically interface with the taps of
the primary coils of the transformers 302.

A plurality of wiring jumpers can connect particular output
terminals of the fourth terminal block 340 with particular
input terminals of the third terminal block 330. According to
an aspect of the present disclosure, the plurality of wiring
jumpers can be respectively reconfigurable to achieve other
configurations, such as the other example configurations of
FIGS. 4-19.

The power conversion device 300 can also include a second
terminal block 320 that electrically interfaces with the taps of
the secondary coils of the transformers 302. The power con-
version device 300 can also include a first terminal block 310
that provides enables a connection between three loads and
the three output signals. In some embodiments, certain ter-
minals of the first terminal block 310 and second terminal
block 320 can be electrically connected using reconfigurable
wiring jumpers. In other embodiments, the connections
between the first and second terminal blocks are not recon-
figurable.

Furthermore, although FIG. 3 depicts three independent
output signals, the output signals can be wired or otherwise
combined into parallel or series for a single phase load or
wired or otherwise combined into a wye connection or a delta
connection for a three phase load.

As an example, for a parallel output connection for a single
phase load, terminals TB1-1, TB1-4, and TB1-7 can be con-
nected together for line 1; terminals TB1-2, TB1-5, and
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TB1-8 can be connected together for the center tap (if
desired); and terminals TB1-3, TB1-6, and TB1-9 can be
connected together for line 2.

As another example, for a series output connection for a
single phase load, many combinations are possible to match a
desired load voltage. For example, terminals TB1-2 or TB1-3
can be connected to TB1-4 or TB1-5, with the output taken
from TB1-1 and TB1-6.

As another example, for a wye output connection for a
three phase load, terminals TB1-1 and TB1-6 can be con-
nected together for line 1; TB1-3 and TB1-7 can be connected
together for line 2; TB1-4 and TB1-9 can be connected
together for line 3; and TB1-2, TB1-5 and TB1-8 can be
connected together for neutral.

As another example, for a delta output connection for a
three phase load, the same connections as discussed above for
the wye connection can be used, minus the neutral connec-
tion.

The above noted variations on the output signals to provide
parallel, series, wye, or delta outputs can be applied to any of
the example configurations of the present disclosure. Further-
more, as will be discussed further with respect to FIG. 19, in
some embodiments, the output signals can be paralleled on
the input side of the first terminal block to provide current
sharing across the first, second, and third transformers for
three different loads.

FIG. 4 depicts a second example configuration of a univer-
sal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the sec-
ond example configuration allows for the transformation of'a
191 to 208 VAC, single phase input signal into three 240 VAC,
single phase output signals.

FIG. 5 depicts a third example configuration of a universal
power conversion device according to an example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. In particular, the third example
configuration allows for the transformation of a 209 to 220
VAC, single phase input signal into three 240 VAC, single
phase output signals.

FIG. 6 depicts a fourth example configuration of a univer-
sal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the fourth
example configuration allows for the transformation ofa 221
to 240 VAC, single phase input signal into three 240 VAC,
single phase output signals.

FIG. 7 depicts a fifth example configuration of a universal
power conversion device according to an example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. In particular, the fifth example
configuration allows for the transformation of a 348 to 380
VAC, single phase input signal into three 240 VAC, single
phase output signals.

FIG. 8 depicts a sixth example configuration of a universal
power conversion device according to an example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. In particular, the sixth
example configuration allows for the transformation of a 381
to 416 VAC, single phase input signal into three 240 VAC,
single phase output signals.

FIG. 9 depicts a seventh example configuration of a uni-
versal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the sev-
enth example configuration allows for the transformation of a
417 t0 440 VAC, single phase input signal into three 240 VAC,
single phase output signals.

FIG. 10 depicts an eighth example configuration of a uni-
versal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the
eighth example configuration allows for the transformation of
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a 441 to 480 VAC, single phase input signal into three 240
VAC, single phase output signals.

FIG. 11 depicts a ninth example configuration of a univer-
sal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the ninth
example configuration allows for the transformation of a 174
to 190 VAC, three phase input signal into three 240 VAC,
single phase output signals.

FIG. 12 depicts a tenth example configuration of a univer-
sal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the tenth
example configuration allows for the transformation of a 191
to 208 VAC, three phase input signal into three 240 VAC,
single phase output signals.

FIG. 13 depicts an eleventh example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the elev-
enth example configuration allows for the transformation of a
209 to 220 VAC, three phase input signal into three 240 VAC,
single phase output signals.

FIG. 14 depicts a twelfth example configuration of a uni-
versal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the
twelfth example configuration allows for the transformation
of'a 221 to 240 VAC, three phase input signal into three 240
VAC, single phase output signals.

FIG. 15 depicts a thirteenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the thir-
teenth example configuration allows for the transformation of
a 348 to 380 VAC, three phase input signal into three 240
VAC, single phase output signals.

FIG. 16 depicts a fourteenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the four-
teenth example configuration allows for the transformation of
a 381 to 416 VAC, three phase input signal into three 240
VAC, single phase output signals.

FIG. 17 depicts a fifteenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the fif-
teenth example configuration allows for the transformation of
a 417 to 440 VAC, three phase input signal into three 240
VAC, single phase output signals.

FIG. 18 depicts a sixteenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the six-
teenth example configuration allows for the transformation of
a 441 to 480 VAC, three phase input signal into three 240
VAC, single phase output signals.

FIG. 19 depicts a seventeenth example configuration of a
universal power conversion device according to an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. In particular, the sev-
enteenth example configuration allows for the transformation
of'a 441 to 480 VAC, single phase input signal into three 240
VAC, single phase output signals.

Furthermore, due to the electrical connection of terminals
TB1-1, TB1-4, and TB1-7; TB1-2, TB1-5, and TB1-8; and
TB1-3, TB1-6, and TB1-9 on the input side of the first termi-
nal block, the three output signals can be combined in parallel
to provide current sharing across the first, second, and third
transformers, while preserving the ability of three indepen-
dent loads to be respectively connected to terminals TB1-1,
TB1-2, and TB1-3; TB1-4, TB1-5, and TB1-6; and TB1-7,
TB1-8, and TB1-9. The above noted variation to provide
paralleled output signals and current sharing can be applied to
any of the example configurations provided herein.
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Furthermore, although the FIGS. of the present disclosure
depict the fourth terminal block receiving the input alternat-
ing current signal through a delta configuration, some
example configurations of the present disclosure can be
modified to accommodate a wye input connection. As
examples, for three phase configurations receiving input volt-
ages in therange of 348 t0 480 (e.g. as shown in FIGS. 15-18),
a wye input connection can be accommodated by electrically
connecting terminals TB3-5, TB3-6, TB3-15, TB3-16, TB3-
25, and TB3-26 to the neutral of the wye input.

Furthermore, although the FIGS. of the present disclosure
depict the fourth terminal block receiving the input alternat-
ing current signal with no neutral, some example configura-
tions of the present disclosure can be modified to accommo-
date a neutral input connection. As examples, for single phase
configurations receiving input voltages in the range of 348 to
480 (e.g. as shown in FIGS. 7-10 and 19), a neutral input
connection can be accommodated by electrically connecting
terminals TB3-5, TB3-6, TB3-15, TB3-16, TB3-25, and
TB3-26 to the neutral of the single phase input.

Although specific features of various embodiments of the
invention may be shown in some drawings and not in others,
this is for convenience only. In accordance with the principles
of the invention, any feature of a drawing may be referenced
and/or claimed in combination with any feature of any other
drawing.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention
is defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they include
structural elements that do not differ from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal languages of
the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A power conversion device comprising:

a plurality of transformers; and

a plurality of terminal blocks;

wherein the plurality of terminal blocks comprise at least
an AC input terminal block for receiving an input alter-
nating current signal and a primary coil terminal block,
the primary coil terminal block having a plurality of
output terminals respectively connected to a plurality of
taps of a plurality of primary coils of the plurality of
transformers; and

wherein a plurality of jumpers respectively providing elec-
trical connection between respective output terminals of
the AC input terminal block and input terminals of the
primary coil terminal block are selectively reconfig-
urable for reconfiguring a power conversion applied to
the input alternating current signal by the power conver-
sion device;

wherein the plurality of terminal blocks further comprise:

a secondary coil terminal block having a plurality of input
terminals respectively connected to a plurality of taps of
a plurality of secondary coils of the plurality of trans-
formers; and

an AC output terminal block for outputting one or more
output alternating current signals.

2. The power conversion device of claim 1, wherein the AC

input terminal block receives the input alternating current
signal from an energy storage system.
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3. The power conversion device of claim 2, wherein:

the energy storage system comprises a plurality of batteries
and an inverter;

the plurality of batteries configured to provide a direct
current signal to the inverter; and

the inverter configured to convert the direct current signal
into the input alternating current signal to provide to the
AC input terminal block.

4. The power conversion device of claim 1, wherein the
plurality of transformers comprise a plurality of multi-tap
transformers.

5. The power conversion device of claim 1, wherein the
plurality of transformers comprise a first transformer, a sec-
ond transformer, and a third transformer, and wherein each of
the first, second, and third transformers comprises:

a first and second primary coil, each of the first and second
primary coils having a first, second, third, fourth, and
fifth tap; and

a first and second secondary coil, each of the first and
second secondary coils having a first and second tap.

6. The power conversion device of claim 1, wherein the
plurality of jumpers are selectively reconfigurable to provide
a series output connection.

7. The power conversion device of claim 1, wherein the
plurality of jumpers are selectively reconfigurable to provide
a parallel output connection.

8. The power conversion device of claim 1, wherein the
plurality of jumpers are selectively reconfigurable to provide
a wye output connection for a three phase load.

9. The power conversion device of claim 1, wherein the
plurality of jumpers are selectively reconfigurable to provide
a delta output connection for a three phase load.

10. A method for operating a power conversion device, the
power conversion device comprising a plurality of transform-
ers, an AC input terminal configured to receive an input alter-
nating current signal and a primary coil terminal block that
has a plurality of output terminals respectively connected to a
plurality of taps of a plurality of primary coils of the plurality
of transformers, the method comprising:

accessing the power conversion device;

reconfiguring a plurality of jumpers respectively providing
electrical connection between respective output termi-
nals of the AC input terminal block and input terminals
of the primary coil terminal block to reconfigure a power
conversion applied to the input alternating current signal
by the power conversion device;

prior to reconfiguring the plurality of jumpers respectively
providing electrical connection between respective out-
put terminals of the AC input terminal block and input
terminals of the primary coil terminal block to reconfig-
ure the power conversion applied to the input alternating
current signal:

determining a first voltage and a first phase characteristic
associated with the input alternating current signal; and

determining a desired load voltage associated with an out-
put alternating current signal;

wherein the plurality of jumpers are reconfigured based at
least in part on the first voltage, the first phase charac-
teristic, and the desired load voltage.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising receiving
the input alternating current signal from an energy storage
system, wherein the energy storage system comprises a plu-
rality of batteries and an inverter.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein receiving the input
alternating current signal from the energy storage system
comprises receiving the input alternating current signal from
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the inverter, wherein the inverter converts a direct current
signal from the plurality of batteries into the input alternating
current signal.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein reconfiguring the
plurality of jumpers to reconfigure the power conversion
applied to the input alternating current signal comprises
reconfiguring the plurality of jumpers such that the power
conversion device performs one or more of load leveling,
peak shaving, frequency regulation, peak shifting, firming,
and arbitrage.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

determining a desired load phase characteristic;

wherein the plurality of jumpers are reconfigured based at

least in part on the first voltage, the first phase charac-
teristic, the desired load voltage, and the desired load
phase characteristic.

15. The method of claim 10, wherein the plurality of jump-
ers are reconfigured to provide a series output connection.

16. The method of claim 10, wherein the plurality of jump-
ers are reconfigured to provide a parallel output connection.

17. The method of claim 10, wherein the plurality of jump-
ers are reconfigured to provide a wye output connection for a
three-phase load.

18. The method of claim 10, wherein the plurality of jump-
ers are reconfigured to provide a delta output connection for
a three-phase load.
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